
Past Students News
Herman Beuvink

My name is Herman Beuvink, I was in the
first Form Two of Don Bosco High School.
I left Australia in 1970 because my mother
was feeling ill and homesick and was
fortunate enough to be able to say to my
parents I'm not staying in Europe but
going back to Oz but I'll give this a try.
Things turned out differently. About a year
after I came here, Her Majesty the Queen,
decided I might be fit for Military service,

so I went. Coming out of that, I finally was able to speak Dutch and
have friends. Thank you Father Lebano for the Latin/Italian courses
and my mother for teaching me Dutch. So eventually, I decided to
stay and make the best of it. Being in The Netherlands (Europe) is
like being in a very green (flat) Australia. The country is not as big
but contrary to beliefs, we don't live on top of one another. There
are more cars here per square mm than anywhere in the world.
But then again I can drive 120 kph.... I am a Computer Systems
Engineer with a (very) large European Bank.

Jean (John) Nicolas Samtoy 

I attended St Joseph from 1986 to 1991,
after which I obtained a Bachelor of
Science. After some travelling, I got my
first full time job in 1997, with Hughes
Christensen – a Division of Baker Hughes,
as a Technical Assistant based in
Melbourne. This US company are
providers of oilfield equipment and
services, with my division specialising in
drill bits. 

I worked in Melbourne up to 1999, then in Brisbane for 1 year, then
in Adelaide for 2 years. In October 2002, I moved to Indonesia and
am currently the country manager, based in Balikpapan, East
Kalimantan. Working in Indonesia is and continues to be a very
interesting challenge. 

Like most people, I was not aware of the complex world of the
oilfield when I started. 8 years with the company now, I've had the
opportunity to travel to places such as Houston, Dubai, Kuwait,
New Zealand, Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam, Thailand and
Indonesia. The experience of working in different environments,
with people from all around the world, and servicing Super Majors
such as Exxon, Shell, BHP, etc has been and continues to be a great
experience.

John Sawyer

John Sawyer currently works in Bristol,
England. After graduating from St Joseph's
in 1989 he went to Monash University
completing a Bachelor of Engineering,
followed by a PhD. After a few years
working in Australia he took the
opportunity to work at Imperial College
London on a research contract and then
moved to his current position as research
scientist. The move to the UK has allowed

participation in historical re-enactments, including jousting
tournaments and being part of battle re-enactment such as
Hastings. 

Stephen Humphris 

I graduated St Joe’s in 1993.  I am  currently
working as a SCUBA Instructor in Bali and
have been here for just over one year.
Later this year, I will painfully dry out my
scuba gear and put my boards back on
the racks.  Through my previous work as
an engineer I have been offered a
position in Dubai. I wonder if you can surf
sand dunes? 

Tim Connell 

After graduating from St Joseph's in 1986
and later Monash University, Tim Connell
moved to Tokyo, Japan, in 1989. Except
for brief forays into the outside world, he
has remained there pretty much ever
since. After stints working in Japan's
private and public sector, he is now the
chief editor of MSN-Mainichi Daily News,
Japan's largest English language news
service with more than 3 million page

views daily. Tim has written several books and is a nominee this
year for Japan's highest journalism award for his coverage of
former world chess champion Bobby Fischer, who was released in
March after almost nine months behind bars in Japan. 

Warren Bathgate 

I was at St Josephs between
1972 to 1977. In February 1980
after completing a carpentry
apprenticeship I left Australia
to travel around Europe.
I came to hear about the
Island of Jersey whilst in
Northern Ireland and I ended
up doing seasonal work on a
farm there. Whilst in Jersey
I met my wife Eileen.

In 1982 we returned to
Australia and married in 1984.
We lived the majority of our
time in Berwick as registered
builders. It was by chance we
returned back to Jersey in

1992 when my son won a holiday. We enjoyed the Island life again
so decided to stay for a year which has now ended up as 13 years. 

I started off with the Building company Hacquoil and Cook as a
carpenter. 13 years later I am now one of the directors. We employ
approximately 70 employees and have a turn-over of
approximately 10 million pounds per year. 

The Island of Jersey, although part of the United Kingdom is 15
miles from France. Its 9 miles by 5 miles in size with a population
of approximately 86,000. Finance is the main industry along with
Tourism.

Eileen and I have three children, Taye 26yrs who returned recently
from Uganda after doing an Overseas Aid Trip building a school.
Gareth, 20yrs, works for the Royal Bank of Canada as a Trainee
Trust and Company Administrator and Ryan, 6yrs, who we adopted
and Wesley, 14 months, who we are adopting next year. These
adoptions came about as we are foster parents. We are currently
renovating a 200 year old cottage.

Dr George Somers

Dr George Somers attended school at St
Joseph’s College from 1965 – 1969. He was
the first Head Prefect of the College and
the first past student from the College to
graduate in Medicine. For many years he
practised medicine in Belgrave. At present
he is completing a PH.D in Medicine at
Monash University. Since the devastation
caused by the tsunami in 2005, he was
part of a medical team visiting Aceh,

Indonesia to assist in the re-construction of the local society. 

He went to Aceh on two occasions this year. He spent 16 days
there in February with the team providing services to villages and
a displaced persons camp. The team saw over 1000 patients in that
time. During the second visit in April he spent a month setting up
a project to support the Jantho District Hospital. This hospital had
doctors for only 2 hours a day. It services about 20,000 people,
including 4000 who live in tents around the hospital. There is now
a full day service and X rays will commence soon.

The Jantho hospital has seen teams of Australian doctors and
nurses providing health care and educational support in the
hospital. Over 25 volunteers have now completed a tour.
To support the work George and other Australian volunteers are
doing in Aceh, donations can be sent to www.arms.org.au

Andrew Mercieca

After finishing school in 1984, I began
work with Telecom Australia in October
of 1985 as a mail boy in the Central
Registry. Over almost seven years,
I worked in several departments working
my way up to a Systems Manager in the
Corporate Strategy Division until made
redundant in 1992.

For the next ten years, I worked as a
Temp staffer. I did everything from stock

takes, acted as Office Manager for several businesses, one year
with ANZ in Customer Service and was start up staff for
Woolworth’s Ezy Banking.

Since 2002, I have been employed by Michelin Australia, initially as
a Customer Service Rep on the phones, now as the National Fleet
Administrator, responsible for invoicing our large fleet customers.

I act as a Flagmarshal with the Victorian Flagmarshalling Team at
motor sports event, although at the Sandown 500 the last two
years and the 2003 Bathurst 24 Hour, I acted as a Sector Marshal.
I am currently Vice-President of the VFT.

My old English teachers would probably cringe but I have quite a
following with my poetry and am a member of the Black Rose
Poets Society.

Nick Kane (Year 12, 2003)
with his friends from the
Box Hill Hawks were in
Bali on Saturday October 1,
enjoying themselves at their
hotel just metres away
from Rajas Bar when the
bomb exploded. At the

time they were sitting around
the pool at the hotel. Luckily,

happy hour lasted longer than expected and saved them from the

blast. Nick commented that the team spirit helped them greatly
and they stuck together through the ordeal. Nick is enjoying a
successful football career with the Box Hill Hawks. 

40th Anniversary Celebration and
Reunion
On the week-end of March 19th – 20th the College celebrated the
40th anniversary of the opening of the College. Past students
celebrated the occasion with a reunion with over 100 past
students attending. Fr Bill Edwards, the founding principal, was able
to join us for the evening.

The following day there was a 40th anniversary Mass for the
College community. At afternoon tea Fr Bill Edwards cut the cake
to celebrate this important moment in the history of the College.

Box Hill Hawks Tim Harvey, Daniel Breese,
Nick Kane, Ryan Breese–happy to be home

after their Bali trip 

Fr Edwards cutting 
the 40th anniversary cake



Past Students News
Herman Beuvink

My name is Herman Beuvink, I was in the
first Form Two of Don Bosco High School.
I left Australia in 1970 because my mother
was feeling ill and homesick and was
fortunate enough to be able to say to my
parents I'm not staying in Europe but
going back to Oz but I'll give this a try.
Things turned out differently. About a year
after I came here, Her Majesty the Queen,
decided I might be fit for Military service,

so I went. Coming out of that, I finally was able to speak Dutch and
have friends. Thank you Father Lebano for the Latin/Italian courses
and my mother for teaching me Dutch. So eventually, I decided to
stay and make the best of it. Being in The Netherlands (Europe) is
like being in a very green (flat) Australia. The country is not as big
but contrary to beliefs, we don't live on top of one another. There
are more cars here per square mm than anywhere in the world.
But then again I can drive 120 kph.... I am a Computer Systems
Engineer with a (very) large European Bank.

Jean (John) Nicolas Samtoy 

I attended St Joseph from 1986 to 1991,
after which I obtained a Bachelor of
Science. After some travelling, I got my
first full time job in 1997, with Hughes
Christensen – a Division of Baker Hughes,
as a Technical Assistant based in
Melbourne. This US company are
providers of oilfield equipment and
services, with my division specialising in
drill bits. 

I worked in Melbourne up to 1999, then in Brisbane for 1 year, then
in Adelaide for 2 years. In October 2002, I moved to Indonesia and
am currently the country manager, based in Balikpapan, East
Kalimantan. Working in Indonesia is and continues to be a very
interesting challenge. 

Like most people, I was not aware of the complex world of the
oilfield when I started. 8 years with the company now, I've had the
opportunity to travel to places such as Houston, Dubai, Kuwait,
New Zealand, Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam, Thailand and
Indonesia. The experience of working in different environments,
with people from all around the world, and servicing Super Majors
such as Exxon, Shell, BHP, etc has been and continues to be a great
experience.

John Sawyer

John Sawyer currently works in Bristol,
England. After graduating from St Joseph's
in 1989 he went to Monash University
completing a Bachelor of Engineering,
followed by a PhD. After a few years
working in Australia he took the
opportunity to work at Imperial College
London on a research contract and then
moved to his current position as research
scientist. The move to the UK has allowed

participation in historical re-enactments, including jousting
tournaments and being part of battle re-enactment such as
Hastings. 

Stephen Humphris 

I graduated St Joe’s in 1993.  I am  currently
working as a SCUBA Instructor in Bali and
have been here for just over one year.
Later this year, I will painfully dry out my
scuba gear and put my boards back on
the racks.  Through my previous work as
an engineer I have been offered a
position in Dubai. I wonder if you can surf
sand dunes? 

Tim Connell 

After graduating from St Joseph's in 1986
and later Monash University, Tim Connell
moved to Tokyo, Japan, in 1989. Except
for brief forays into the outside world, he
has remained there pretty much ever
since. After stints working in Japan's
private and public sector, he is now the
chief editor of MSN-Mainichi Daily News,
Japan's largest English language news
service with more than 3 million page

views daily. Tim has written several books and is a nominee this
year for Japan's highest journalism award for his coverage of
former world chess champion Bobby Fischer, who was released in
March after almost nine months behind bars in Japan. 

Warren Bathgate 

I was at St Josephs between
1972 to 1977. In February 1980
after completing a carpentry
apprenticeship I left Australia
to travel around Europe.
I came to hear about the
Island of Jersey whilst in
Northern Ireland and I ended
up doing seasonal work on a
farm there. Whilst in Jersey
I met my wife Eileen.

In 1982 we returned to
Australia and married in 1984.
We lived the majority of our
time in Berwick as registered
builders. It was by chance we
returned back to Jersey in

1992 when my son won a holiday. We enjoyed the Island life again
so decided to stay for a year which has now ended up as 13 years. 

I started off with the Building company Hacquoil and Cook as a
carpenter. 13 years later I am now one of the directors. We employ
approximately 70 employees and have a turn-over of
approximately 10 million pounds per year. 

The Island of Jersey, although part of the United Kingdom is 15
miles from France. Its 9 miles by 5 miles in size with a population
of approximately 86,000. Finance is the main industry along with
Tourism.

Eileen and I have three children, Taye 26yrs who returned recently
from Uganda after doing an Overseas Aid Trip building a school.
Gareth, 20yrs, works for the Royal Bank of Canada as a Trainee
Trust and Company Administrator and Ryan, 6yrs, who we adopted
and Wesley, 14 months, who we are adopting next year. These
adoptions came about as we are foster parents. We are currently
renovating a 200 year old cottage.

Dr George Somers

Dr George Somers attended school at St
Joseph’s College from 1965 – 1969. He was
the first Head Prefect of the College and
the first past student from the College to
graduate in Medicine. For many years he
practised medicine in Belgrave. At present
he is completing a PH.D in Medicine at
Monash University. Since the devastation
caused by the tsunami in 2005, he was
part of a medical team visiting Aceh,

Indonesia to assist in the re-construction of the local society. 

He went to Aceh on two occasions this year. He spent 16 days
there in February with the team providing services to villages and
a displaced persons camp. The team saw over 1000 patients in that
time. During the second visit in April he spent a month setting up
a project to support the Jantho District Hospital. This hospital had
doctors for only 2 hours a day. It services about 20,000 people,
including 4000 who live in tents around the hospital. There is now
a full day service and X rays will commence soon.

The Jantho hospital has seen teams of Australian doctors and
nurses providing health care and educational support in the
hospital. Over 25 volunteers have now completed a tour.
To support the work George and other Australian volunteers are
doing in Aceh, donations can be sent to www.arms.org.au

Andrew Mercieca

After finishing school in 1984, I began
work with Telecom Australia in October
of 1985 as a mail boy in the Central
Registry. Over almost seven years,
I worked in several departments working
my way up to a Systems Manager in the
Corporate Strategy Division until made
redundant in 1992.

For the next ten years, I worked as a
Temp staffer. I did everything from stock

takes, acted as Office Manager for several businesses, one year
with ANZ in Customer Service and was start up staff for
Woolworth’s Ezy Banking.

Since 2002, I have been employed by Michelin Australia, initially as
a Customer Service Rep on the phones, now as the National Fleet
Administrator, responsible for invoicing our large fleet customers.

I act as a Flagmarshal with the Victorian Flagmarshalling Team at
motor sports event, although at the Sandown 500 the last two
years and the 2003 Bathurst 24 Hour, I acted as a Sector Marshal.
I am currently Vice-President of the VFT.

My old English teachers would probably cringe but I have quite a
following with my poetry and am a member of the Black Rose
Poets Society.

Nick Kane (Year 12, 2003)
with his friends from the
Box Hill Hawks were in
Bali on Saturday October 1,
enjoying themselves at their
hotel just metres away
from Rajas Bar when the
bomb exploded. At the

time they were sitting around
the pool at the hotel. Luckily,

happy hour lasted longer than expected and saved them from the

blast. Nick commented that the team spirit helped them greatly
and they stuck together through the ordeal. Nick is enjoying a
successful football career with the Box Hill Hawks. 

40th Anniversary Celebration and
Reunion
On the week-end of March 19th – 20th the College celebrated the
40th anniversary of the opening of the College. Past students
celebrated the occasion with a reunion with over 100 past
students attending. Fr Bill Edwards, the founding principal, was able
to join us for the evening.

The following day there was a 40th anniversary Mass for the
College community. At afternoon tea Fr Bill Edwards cut the cake
to celebrate this important moment in the history of the College.

Box Hill Hawks Tim Harvey, Daniel Breese,
Nick Kane, Ryan Breese–happy to be home

after their Bali trip 

Fr Edwards cutting 
the 40th anniversary cake



November 2005St Joseph’s College Past Students Newsletter – 40th Anniversary Edition

1965 Year 7 November Reunion
As we go to press the Year 7, 1965 group organised and celebrated
a great night together.

A full feature article on this reunion will appear in the next edition
of the magazine.

Reunions in 2006 
The College would like to have annual reunions each year in the
second weekend of October (Saturday October 7th 2006) Each
year we want to have reunions for each decade. In 2006, the
reunions  will be the past students who would have been in the
Year 7 Class of 1966 ( Year 12, 1971), Year 7 Class of Year 1976
(Year 12, 1981), Year 7 Class of 1986 (Year 12, 1991) , Year 7 Class
of 1996 (Year 12 ,2001).

We hope to get a planning group for each of these years to work
on contacting people and organising a possible venue for the
reunion. If you would be interested in helping with the planning,
contact the College at the College website (alumni)
www.stjosephs.com.au and leave a message.

Keeping us informed 
We would like to put news of what past students are doing in the
past students newsletter. If you are happy to have material on
yourself published, please send it in—whatever you want—work,
achievements, travel, weddings, new arrivals. A photo of yourself
would also be appreciated. Past students have expressed interest
in these news updates on their class mates. Contact us at
www.stjosephs.com.au 

Filomena Salvatore RIP

The College recently received the sad
news that Filomena Salvatore died on
Sunday November 13th after a long battle
with cancer. Many past students knew her
from her long time at St Joseph’s College
from 1978 – 1995. She was appointed the
first female Deputy Principal of the

College from 1988 – 1995. She was the Principal of Avila College
from 1995 to 2005. In March this year,  she attended the reunion of
past students for the 40th anniversary celebrations. In the death
notices in the newspapers, the College paid tribute to her
outstanding work as an educator during the time she spent at
the two colleges. She was buried from St. John Vianney Church,
Nth Springvale on November 18th.  May she rest in peace. 

Message from the Principal 
November is the month in the
Church when we remember those
who have died. The 1st is the feast of
All Saints which commemorates all
those deceased who live with God in
heaven and the 2nd is the feast of All
Souls when the Church remembers
those who have died and await their
full union with God. At St Joseph’s we
have a special mass at 7.30pm on
November 9th for all deceased past
pupils, staff and Salesians. It is a
powerful reminder to us all of the gift

of life and the sadness created by its loss. But it also is a great sign
of hope as we see people dealing with death, each in their own way.

One of the initiatives of Fr Greg Chambers, in his time as Rector of
the College, was to offer families and friends the opportunity to
donate a plaque in honour of someone dear to them. Many
families have taken up this offer and I spoke with a group of past
pupils at Fr Dennis Handley’s funeral who said they wanted to pay
for a plaque for him because he had done so much for them
during their days at St Joseph’s.

There are possibly some of your own friends and classmates that
you would like the opportunity to have remembered in this way. So,
I extend the same invitation to you to consider. Others may wish
to offer an academic, cultural or sporting prize in their honour.

If any of these options appeals to you simply make contact with the
College through Jenny Keating at welcome@sjcftg.melb.catholic.edu.au
to begin the process.

Finally, congratulations to the Class of 1965 who organised a very
successful reunion on November 4th and managed to make
contact with all bar 3 of their group after so many years.

If any other Class would like assistance in starting the process for
a reunion then contact Peter Naughtin, College past students’
liaison. peternt@sjcftg.melb.catholic.edu.au 

Vin Feeney, PRINCIPAL

St Joseph’s College celebrates 40 years
1965-2005

This edition would like to pay special tribute to Fr Bill Edwards, the
founding Principal of the College, who attended the 40th
anniversary celebrations this year. He lives at present in Fiji, but is
not in the best of health.

College News

The new fitness centre is run by a fitness company EFM and is open to the public

Principal Vin Feeney and Federal
MP’s Chris Pearce (L) and Jason
Wood announce St Joseph’s
College successful bid to be part
of Knox Technical College

Principal 1965-1966 Fr Bill Edwards, Rector 1991-1994

Year 9 Campus Opening 2005

Fitness Centre Opens

Year 7 Class 1965

Year 7 Reunion 2005

1965 2005


