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A Guide to Using this Book

Year 9 is a time of change for young men as they move from boyhood to manhood. The Curriculum at Year 9 is structured to be flexible so that sufficient time can be taken to deal with the questions of adolescence and prepare students for the challenges of the senior curriculum. The Year 9 Campus is staffed by a core group of teachers that will provide students with a curriculum that is engaging, relevant and develops lifelong learning. The curriculum is structured in three sessions, the morning session “Foundations” emphasises the core skills of Literacy, Numeracy and Religious Education. The students then move into the “Discovery” Integrated Units that emphasise practical links to learning that are related to the real world and will develop higher level thinking skills. In the afternoon students pursue individual interests in Challenge Units, and Sport. 

This Course Selection Book aims to provide comprehensive information on each of the units offered by the College. Students should select their Challenge Units carefully and be open to try new subjects. Each student will be required to place in order of preference all of the Challenges on offer. Choose carefully as you may be allocated any of your preferences.

With these things in mind, use the index to find the subjects in which you are interested and read over the information contained in each unit.  This will help you to get an idea of what will be covered and the means of assessment.

In making these important decisions, do keep in mind your academic results to date and do consult with your parents and teachers (including current teachers, Year 8 Level Coordinator, Heads of Faculty and Homeroom Teachers). 

Students should note that enrolment in Year 9 is subject to successfully completing Year 8. To satisfactorily complete Year 8, a student must:

Semester 1

Students must obtain a rank of ' C ' or better in Religious Education, English and Mathematics and an average rank of C in all other units.

Semester 2

Students must obtain a rank of ' C ' or better in Religious Education, English and Mathematics and an average rank of C in all other units.


	
	


Mr John Fazzino	Mr Andrew Cooper
Deputy Principal.	Deputy Principal-Curriculum
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Who to Contact for Help

The following is a list of Staff Members that can help you with your questions about subject selections.

General enquires about all issues and the subject selection process:

Mr. Andrew Cooper	Deputy Principal Curric       acooper@stjosephs.com.au 

Mr Carl Di Stefano                 Curriculum Coordinator       cdistefano@stjosephs.com.au

Mrs Vivienne Eagan 	Pathways Coordinator      	vegan@stjosephs.com.au
Mrs Debbie Fowkes               Valdocco Office/First Aid 	dfowkes@stjosephs.com.au	
Ms Jo Green	Director of Occhiena	jgreen@stjosephs.com.au
Mrs Jackie Macreadie	Deputy Principal-Students	jmacreadie@stjosephs.com.au

Mr Liam O’Keefe	Year 9 Coordinator	lokeefe@stjosephs.com.au

Mr Graeme Tucker                 Head of Campus	gtucker@stjosephs.com.au

Mr James Whiting                  Outdoor Programs	jwhiting@stjosephs.com.au


Year 9 Homeroom 2012 Team:


Mr Carl Di Stefano	9 Cantamessa	cdistefano@stjosephs.com.au
Mr Martin Judd	9 Carroll 	mjudd@stjosephs.com.au
Mr Liam O’Keefe	9 Chambers	lokeefe@stjosephs.com.au 
Mr Patrick Van Dyk	9 Dinh	pvandyk@stjosephs.com.au
Ms Jacqui Cooke	9 Edwards	jcooke@stjosephs.com.au
Ms Janice Stiglich                  9 Ledda		                jstiglich@stjosephs.com.au   
Ms Lili Grace	9 O’Mara	lgrace@stjosephs.com.au
Mr Peter Weatherlake	9 O’Sullivan                          pweatherlake@stjosephs.com.au
Miss Gina Di Stefano	9 Prest	gdistefano@stjosephs.com.au

		








Victorian Essential Learning Standards

All Courses of Study at the Valdocco Campus have been developed to meet the requirements of the Victorian Essential Learning Standards (VELS). The Victorian Essential Learning Standards describe what is essential for students to achieve from Years Prep to 10 in Victorian schools. 

The Essential Learning Standards are based on the best practice in Victorian schools, national and international research and widespread consultation with school communities, educators, professional associations and community groups. Details of the research and consultation are provided in Background to the Victorian Essential Learning Standards. The Standards will provide the means for all Victorian schools to use the best curriculum thinking to better prepare students for success at school and beyond.

To succeed beyond the compulsory years of schooling, all students need to develop the capacities to: 

manage themselves as individuals and in relation to others 
understand the world in which they live; and 
act effectively in that world. 

Three strands of learning 
To ensure that the school curriculum develops students with these capacities, the Essential Learning Standards are developed within three core, interrelated strands. The three core, interrelated strands are: 

Physical, Personal and Social Learning 
Discipline-based Learning 
Interdisciplinary Learning. 

Learning domains 
Each strand has a number of components called domains. The domains describe the knowledge, skills and behaviours considered essential in the education and development of students to prepare them for further education, work and life. They also include the standards by which student achievement and progress is measured. 

Within each domain, the essential knowledge, skills and behaviours are organised into dimensions. Relevant Domains and Dimensions will be reported to parents in each Semester Report.

	Strand 
	Domains
	Dimensions

	Physical, Personal and
Social Learning

	Health and Physical Education 

	Movement and physical activity
Health knowledge and promotion

	
	Interpersonal Development 

	Building social relationships
Working in teams

	
	Personal Learning 

	The individual learner
Managing personal learning

	
	Civics and Citizenship 

	Civic knowledge and understanding 
Community engagement


	Discipline-based Learning
	The Arts 

	Creating and making
Exploring and responding

	
	English 

	Reading
Writing
Speaking and listening

	
	Humanities (Economics) 

	Economic knowledge and understanding
Economic reasoning and interpretation

	
	Humanities (Geography) 

	Geographical knowledge and understanding
Geospatial skills

	
	Humanities (History) 

	Historical knowledge and understanding 
Historical reasoning and interpretation


	
	Languages Other Than English
(LOTE)

	Communicating in a LOTE
Intercultural knowledge and language awareness


	
	Mathematics 

	Number
Space
Measurement, chance and data
Structure
Working mathematically

	
	Science 

	Science knowledge and understanding
Science at work

	Interdisciplinary Learning 

	Communication 
	Listening, viewing and responding 
Presenting

	
	Design, Creativity and Technology 

	Investigating and designing
Producing
Analysing and evaluating

	
	Information and Communications
Technology (ICT)

	ICT for Visualising Thinking
ICT for Creating
ICT for Communicating


	
	Thinking 

	Reasoning, processing and inquiry
Creativity
Reflection, evaluation and metacognition




Assessment & Reporting in 2012
In 2012 all units will report to parents the achievement that each student has obtained in the different domains that have been assessed by each Course of Study. The following criteria will be used to assess student achievement:

	A
	An ‘A’ rating means a student is well above the standard expected for their year level at the time of reporting. 
	Highly Advanced


	B
	A ‘B’ rating means that a student is above the standard expected for their year level at the time of reporting.
	Advanced


	C
	A ‘C’ rating means that a student is at the standard expected at the time of reporting and that his or her learning is on track.
	Excellent

	
	
	Very Good

	
	
	Good

	
	
	Satisfactory

	D
	A ‘D’ rating means a child is below the standard expected.
	Below Standard

	E
	An ‘E’ rating well below the standard expected for their year level at the time of reporting.
	Well below the Standard



New Definitions of C Grade

A ‘C’ does not mean achievement is ‘just adequate’. It indicates that a student has met the statewide standard expected of children of their age at the time of reporting and their learning is firmly on track.

The meaning of a ‘C’ is then far more than just satisfactory.

To aid parents and students in determining performance at the C level St. Joseph’s will provide four discriminators of performance at the C rating: Excellent, Very Good, Good & Satisfactory.

Reporting Cycles

Parents will receive a Student Progress Report each term as well as a full written report at the end of each Semester.



Year 9

Challenge Units

Students will undertake one Challenge A unit and one Challenge B unit in each Semester.

The units that are allocated to students will be different in each semester.



Challenge ‘A’ Activities:

Challenge ‘A’ Activities are interest-based, focussing on maximising student participation, collaboration, and learning enjoyment. In Challenge ‘A’, learning through theory gives way to learning through action with experiential learning tasks the norm rather than the exception. 


Challenge ‘B’ Activities:

Challenge ‘B’ activities are pathway based, focussing on preparing students for further studies in Year 10 and beyond (including VCE and VCAL pathways). Consistent with the principles of the Valdocco Program, the learning focus with all Challenge ’B’ Activities is the process of skills development (rather than simply knowledge recall).  All Challenge ‘B’ subjects will be assessed by examination.

The learning program of Challenge ‘B’ Activities is considerably more rigorous than that of the Challenge ‘A’ program.  









Year 9

Challenge ‘A’ Monday





Challenge ‘A’ – Monday Afternoon

Biz Talk		Ms Egan
Material Technology           	Ms Bibes-Brown
The Great Victorian Bike Ride    	Mr Judd Journalism		Ms Spires	
Drama              		Ms. Cooke 
Multi Media            	Ms Duffy
Psychology		Ms Anderson
Teenagers and the Law	Ms Gunn
Aerobic Fun and Fitness .............................................................................Mr Dixon
Magic Markets		Mr Thomas
Italian – 1 (Semester 1)	Ms Bamford
	



Challenge A 
BIZ TALK



Course Outline: 
Calling all budding entrepreneurs! Do you know what you are worth, are you able to save money, are you interested in working for yourself? Then this subject is for you. “Biz Talk” will assist you to develop skills and knowledge through practical activities that will show you how to manage your finances, provide the opportunity to create and run your own business and to develop your ICT skills further. Invest in your future and take up the challenge.

Learning Resources/Texts: 	
Will be provided by the instructor

Areas of Study/ Key Topics:  
During the course of the semester, students will be exploring the following areas of study/topics: 

	1.  Budgeting and saving money	
	2.  Establishing a business
	3.  Marketing your business/e-commerce
	4.  Managing a financial plan

Special Requirements/Areas of Interest 
USB and mouse

Areas of Assessment:
VELS Domains & Dimensions

Information and Communications Technology (ICT)
ICT for Visual Thinking
ICT for creating
ICT for Communicating

Design, Creativity and Technology
Investigating and designing
Producing
Analysing and evaluating

Interpersonal Development
Working in teams
		
Assessment Items:	
Personal Budget
Creation of a Business Plan (including logo, business cards, letterhead, invoices etc)
Establishment of a Marketing Scheme (including advertisements and website)
Examination




Challenge A 
MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY
										



Course Outline:
Students focus on the four Technology processes: investigation, design, production and evaluation. They use a variety of design principals, and problem solving techniques to construct projects. Students select from a variety of materials, and use techniques and equipment safely to produce projects to a very high standard. Students develop an understanding of the design processes, computer aided design, materials, tools, machines and safe working practices.


Learning Resources/Texts:
Will be provided by the instructor


Areas of Study/ Key Topics:
During the course of the semester, students will be exploring the following areas of study/topics: 

Occupational Health & Safety
Researching Methods
Design Options and Engineering Drawings
Planning & Production Techniques
Evaluation Strategies


VELS
Investigating and Designing
Producing
Analysing and Evaluating


Assessment Items:
Project Work 60%
Knowledge and safe use of tools 20%
Workbook and journal 20%







Challenge A 

THE GREAT VICTORIAN BIKE RIDE
										

Course Outline: 	
Students learn bike and road safety skills.  Students develop a training regime which they implement and prepare for the Great Victorian Bike Ride in November.
Students need to qualify for the Great Victorian Bike Ride by meeting skill and practice criteria in this unit.





Areas of Assessment:  
VELS Domains & Dimensions


Science 
Science knowledge and understanding
Science at work


Interpersonal Development 
Working in teams


Design, Creativity and Technology 
Investigating and designing
Producing
Analysing and evaluating










Challenge A 

JOURNALISM

										




Course Outline: 
This subject aims to introduce students to the craft of journalism. Journalism is the craft of writing and presenting stories for radio, television, print media and web based news. One component that will be investigated is the theory behind good journalism. The remainder of the subject is more practical. Students will be involved in applied learning as they put into practice the theories of good journalism. This Challenge subject has the potential to lead students into the direction of media studies in both years 11 and 12 and down the career path of professional writing, journalism, broadcasting, photo journalism, publishing and other media related avenues. 


Areas of Study/Key topics:
Good journalism vs bad writing
How to make the most of space, time and words

Different types of journalism
Photo journalist, newspaper journalist, television journalist, and radio journalist.

Who does what?
News productions and the roles and responsibilities of each person.  

Producing the paper
Designing and actually producing a paper. 


Special Requirements/Areas of Interest
Students will need a USB, mouse and a memory card for a digital camera. 








Challenge A 

DRAMA
										



Course Outline:
This unit is designed to introduce and develop various dramatic acting styles. The unit focuses on the exploration and performance of dramatic emotions in naturalistic and non-naturalistic styles. The unit is presented in workshops where students will be able to discuss, explore and present new concepts in both ensemble and solo performances.


Areas of Study:
During the course of the semester, students will be exploring the following areas of study:

Development of expressive skills
Naturalism
Non-naturalism 
Performance development


Areas of Assessment:
VELS Domains & Dimensions


The Arts
Creating and making
Exploring and responding


Communication
Listening, viewing and responding
Presenting


Interpersonal Development
Working in teams

Challenge A 
YEAR 9 MULTI MEDIA
										




Course Outline: 
The Year 9 Media Studies course has been developed for students to experience life in the media industry. Through group and individual tasks, students will explore how radio programs are developed and then create their own; investigate the print media industry; examine the music industry and then plan, produce and edit their own music video clip; and delve into the world of advertising. The course will provide students with a framework for the Year 10 Media course, as well as offering opportunities to investigate the media industry.    


Learning Resources/Texts: 	
Digital Still Cameras
Digital Video Cameras


Areas of Study/Key Topics: 
During the course of the semester, students will be exploring the following areas of study/topics: 

	1. Radio – Propaganda and the broadcasting industry 
	2. Print Media – When, Where, How and Why
	3. Production – Photography and Digital Video
	4. Advertising – The if’s the buts and the how’s


Special Requirements/Areas of Interest:
Students will be using the Mac Labs for the production elements of the course.


VELS:

	                                Discipline Based Learning
	The Arts
	Creating and Making

	
	The Arts
	Exploring and Responding

	                                Interdisciplinary Learning
	Communication
	Listening, Viewing and Responding

	
	
	Creativity

	
	
	Presenting


		
Assessment Items: 
Radio Production  - Group Project
Newspaper Design 
Music Video Production
Advertising Campaign 


Challenge A 


PSYCHOLOGY

Psychology is the scientific study of mental processes and behaviour in humans.  Biological, behavioural, cognitive and socio-cultural perspectives inform the way psychologists approach their research into the human condition.
The science of psychology has produced rapid expansion in knowledge, particularly in the fields of neuroscience and cognition.  This growth has been fuelled by the emergence of new interdisciplinary approaches, advances in imaging technologies and a broader public interest in applications of psychology.  As a result, new ethical frameworks have emerged for neuroscientific and psychological research, clinical practice and commercial applications.
The study of Psychology leads to opportunities in a range of careers that involve working with children, adults, families and communities in a variety of settings.  These include academic and research institutions, management and human resources, and government, corporate and private enterprises.  Fields of applied psychology include educational, environmental, forensic, health, sport and organisational psychology.  Specialist fields of psychology include counselling and clinical contexts, as well as neuropsychology, social psychology and developmental psychology.


Challenge A 
TEENAGERS AND THE LAW


Course outline:

Students will take the cooks tour of the legal system. Beginning with a look at the origins of the rule of law, students quickly move to an examination of the Westminster System of law, Federation, and the basis of our legal system, ‘The Australian Constitution’. The importance of the notion of a ‘separation of powers’ between the executive (law makers), Judicial independence and the police (investigative powers) is stressed as integral to providing a system where the branches can operate without fear or favour in upholding the law. 

Students are engaged through a range of activities, such as holding a student referendum and examining the challenges and law making potential which arise from examination of the he 20\20 summit. A visit to the Magistrates court gives the boys a firmer grasp of the law in action and prepares them for the final exercise of prosecuting their own mock court cases.

Topics of Investigation Include:

	The origins of law: Where did it ball begin? Exploring the difference between rules and  
       laws (with jelly beans)- what makes a 'law' a law


    The Westminster system of government. Australian Federation, Parliamentary  
       Sovereignty and Constitution – Class Referendum on the question of an Australian   
       Republic.	      

	The principle of a ‘separation of powers’ - Identifying who creates law, who enforces the  
       law and who tries the law in our community

 	Police powers - Exploring the police as the main law enforcement body and look at some
      of their powers (specifically relating to youth)

Parliament the law maker for the people. 

Listening to voters – Election campaigns and results. Social Dialogue - 20\20 summit exercise.

Looking at law: relating to employment, voting, riding a bike, getting a Learner’s permit (all stuff relevant to them)

Magistrates Court Visit. Explore the courts and other law making and enforcement bodies (i.e. AFL tribunal etc)

Case Studies – Designing and prosecuting our own court cases. 





Challenge A 

AEROBIC FUN AND FITNESS
										







Course Outline: 

Aerobic Fun and Fitness is a Challenge A subject focusing on the important role that physical activity, sport and recreation need to play in the lives of all Australians by providing opportunities for challenge, personal growth, enjoyment and fitness.  The subject promotes involvement, inclusion and motivation in an array of sports including but not limited to Gridiron, Soccer, Basketball, Touch Rugby and Lacrosse.  A strong emphasis is on creating Fitness Training Programs that help build an understanding of how training and exercise in areas such as strength, flexibility and endurance relate to physical performance.

Assessment Tasks:

Theory, class work and laboratory exercise 50%
 Personal activity learning and analysis 50%

VELS:

Personal Learning
Health and PE – Movement and Physical Activity
Health and PE – Health, Knowledge and Promotion


Challenge A 

MAGIC MARKETS
										


[image: ]




Course Outline:
This course has been designed to provide students with an introduction to the skills and knowledge required to effectively research and participate in share trading on the Australian Securities Exchange (ASX).  The course centres upon the concept of trading ‘markets’, where buyers and sellers interact for the purpose of exchange.  As ‘trading’ represents a primary force for the determination of pricing for all commercial enterprises.  Students explore some of the key elements of the market mechanism and the price-setting of shares.  Students will then engage in practical applications of investing and trading in the ASX Schools Sharemarket Game, with the objective of maximising their syndicated net share portfolio ranking.


Assessment Tasks:
ASX Lesson Portfolio (best 4 out of 6 @ 20% ea) = 80%
Demonstrated Game participation (10%)
Verifiable Syndicate Ranking Increment (10%)















Challenge A

A Taste of Italy - Semester 1
(This is a whole year subject)
										
               
                                                      
Course Outline: 
Students will learn Italian in context  by studying and experiencing the tastes, aromas and culture that are Italy. They will learn about slow food and its impact on gastronomy and study the coffee culture that had its origins in Italy and has become so popular in Australia - become a Barista!
They will also learn about the Roman Empire and its great leaders and create a “fumetto” in the style of Asterix

Areas of Study/ Key Topics:
During the course of the year, students will be exploring the following areas of study/topics:
Food/Regional Cuisine/Slow food
Coffee Culture
History 
Media
Italian culture and vocabulary
Grammar

Special Requirements:
This course is a Challenge A in Semester 1 and Challenge B in Semester 2, and is a pre-requisite for Italian at Year 10 and the Italy Trip.

1

	

VELS: Language Other Than English
Physical, personal and social qualities that enable them to take initiative, to exercise autonomy, to make responsible decisions and to manage elements of their learning
understanding of the world in which they live through a strong foundation in the discipline-based domains 
interdisciplinary skills that enable them to apply their knowledge confidently and creatively in the contexts of work and further learning. 



Assessment Items: 
Ongoing Assessment
Practical Assessment
Summative Assessment
Submission of completed portfolio
Written Exam




Year 9

Challenge ‘B’ Units





Challenge B – Tuesday & Wednesday Afternoon


Advanced Mathematics (Semester 1)	(Mr Collins)
Advanced Health & Fitness 		(Mr Dixon) 
Design Technology		(Mr Tucker)
Viticulture		(Mr Thompson)
International Foods 		(Ms Stiglich)
Creative Arts		(Ms Duffy)
NOISWORX		(Mr. Kirkwood)
Scientific Solutions 		(Ms Hopkins)
Food for Life		(Ms Evans)
Economics		(Mr Thomas)
Sports Science		(Mr Harvey)
Italian B (Semester 2only)       ..........................................................(Ms Bamford)                













Challenge B

ADVANCED MATHEMATICS
(SEMESTER 1 ONLY)
										

[image: ]

Course Outline: 
This is a selective entry course that runs for the whole year. It aims to thoroughly cover the whole Year 10 Maths course, with some added advanced sections. The intention is to prepare students to attempt VCE Maths Methods Units 1 & 2 in Year 10.


Learning Resources/Texts: 	
Students will be loaned a copy of the Year 10 textbook


Areas of Study/Key Topics: 
During the course of the semester, students will be exploring the following areas of study/topics: 

Mathematical techniques, surds and exponentials, expanding and factorization, area and volume, linear equations and graphs, simultaneous equations, aspects of geometry, trigonometry, circular functions, quadratic and cubic equations, elements of statistics, probability and prime numbers


VELS:
In the Mathematics Domain, the following dimensions:

Number
Space
Measurement, chance & data
Structure
Working mathematically

Assessment Items:   
This Unit will be assessed by a variety of the following tasks:

Topic tests
Problem solving task
Geometry project
Regular chapter work
Semester examinations




Challenge B

ADVANCED HEALTH & FITNESS
											

[image: ]



Course Outline:
Students are engaged in a range of physical activities to develop competence in making decisions and taking action to promote an active and healthy lifestyle.  A wide range of sports and activities are included with the emphasis placed on learning a variety of new skills, while developing an understanding of tactics, team play and fitness.  A series of theory topics have also been included to help students gain a deeper understanding of the human body, movement, training and performance. 


Areas of Assessment:  
VELS Domains & Dimensions


Health & Physical Education:
Movement and physical activity
Health knowledge and promotion


Interpersonal Development:
Working in teams




Challenge B

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
											

Course Outline:
Using and designing the resources of our student built workshop will be a feature of this course. Opportunities will exist for students to gain insights into the use of materials to fulfil design requirements. A hands-on approach to learning about tools and processes in materials technology will be married with a structure for investigating, producing and evaluating project tasks. Using the processes learnt in the first half of the semester, each student will be assigned a Campus based design task to complete.


Areas of Assessment: 







[image: ]

 
VELS Domains & Dimensions


Design, Creativity and Technology:

Investigating and designing
Producing
Analysing and evaluating


Interpersonal Development:
Working in teams








Challenge B

VITICULTURE
									

[image: C:\Documents and Settings\deb.PANDITSJC0\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\U51MFYHS\MC900383012[1].wmf]

Course Outline:
Viticulture in the nearby Yarra Valley has become a major enterprise over the past fifteen years.  The area, with its rich agricultural history and ideal climate has an ongoing future producing premium wines that has attracted most of the major wine companies from around the world to invest heavily in local infrastructure. As part of the year nine Challenge program, students will try their hand at the basics of Viticulture in the schools own Valdocco campus.  These students will also have the opportunity to participate in activities on the vineyards and in the wineries of key Yarra Valley producers, such as Yering Station and Yeringberg winery. Students will also employ the basics of mathematical probability and measurement calculations as they manage the vineyard enterprise.  The opportunity for the students to develop a strong work ethic also exists.  The expectation is that the students manage as much as possible the day-to-day tasks involved in running a commercial vineyard.  As such they will be taught specialised and safe work skills.


Areas of Assessment:  
VELS Domains & Dimensions


Science:
Science knowledge and understanding
Science at work















Challenge B

INTERNATIONAL FOODS
										
[image: ]
Course Outline:
International Foods will require you to put on your travelling boots, bring your passports and travel all around the world eating wonderful delicacies. Each week you will be exploring a new country and investigating information such as the heritage, celebration and traditional cultural events. Some countries you will be exploring are Outback Australia, Thailand, China, Russia & Germany to name a few. You will also make a stop over to the country of your choice and research traditional dishes of that country, cooking your own chosen recipe.


Areas of Assessment:  
VELS Domains & Dimensions


Health and Physical Education: 
Health knowledge and promotion


Design, Creativity and Technology:
Investigating and designing
Producing
Analysing and evaluating


Interpersonal Development:
Working in teams






Challenge B

NOISWORX
										



Course Outline:
NOISWORX has an eminently practical outlook. Boys are split into autonomous rock bands. In each of these, they develop sound music literacy and learn a test piece from the original score, as well as other repertoire of their choice. In larger ensembles such as BLACK-OPS, sight-reading, practice technique and ensemble performance skills are developed and refined. The third arm of the course dealt primarily with composition and arrangement activities.


Areas of Assessment:  
VELS Domains & Dimensions


The Arts:
Creating and making
Exploring and responding


Communication:
Listening, viewing and responding
Presenting











                                                     

Challenge B

A Taste of Italy - Semester 2
(This is a whole year subject)
										
               
                                                      
Course Outline: 
Students will learn Italian in context  by studying and experiencing the tastes, aromas and culture that are Italy. They will learn about slow food and its impact on gastronomy and study the coffee culture that had its origins in Italy and has become so popular in Australia - become a Barista!
They will also learn about the Roman Empire and its great leaders and create a “fumetto” in the style of Asterix

Areas of Study/ Key Topics:
During the course of the year, students will be exploring the following areas of study/topics:
Food/Regional Cuisine/Slow food
Coffee Culture
History 
Media
Italian culture and vocabulary
Grammar
Special Requirements:
This course is a Challenge A in Semester 1 and Challenge B in Semester 2, and is a pre-requisite for Italian at Year 10 and the Italy Trip.


    VELS: Language Other Than English
Physical, personal and social qualities that enable them to take initiative, to exercise autonomy, to make responsible decisions and to manage elements of their learning
understanding of the world in which they live through a strong foundation in the discipline-based domains 
interdisciplinary skills that enable them to apply their knowledge confidently and creatively in the contexts of work and further learning. 



Assessment Items: 
Ongoing Assessment
Practical Assessment
Summative Assessment
Submission of completed portfolio
Written Exam

                                         



Challenge B

CREATIVE ARTS
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Course Outline: 
This unit explores the role of designs and symbols in the commercial environment and gives the students the opportunity to respond to a series of design briefs.  It focuses on developing a drawing folio that enables students to creatively solve design problems. Understanding and applying contemporary screen-printing techniques to present finished designs is also a central feature of this unit. Opportunity is also given for appreciating and analyzing the contexts of designing in the real world through visits to design workshops and guest artists. 

Learning Resources/Texts:  
Students to develop and annotate ideas in a small pocket size visual diary.


Areas of Study/Key Topics: 
During the course of the semester, students will be exploring the following areas of study/topics: 

	1. 	Design Elements and Principles 
	2. 	Technical Drawing Techniques
	3. 	The Design Process
            4. 	 Screen Printing Methods & Safe Studio Practices 
	

VELS:

The Arts 
Creating and  making
Exploring and responding
Design, Creativity and Technology 
Investigating and designing                               
Producing
Analysing and evaluating
Interpersonal Development 
Working in teams
Communication 
Listening, viewing and responding
Presenting 

		
Assessment Items: 
(this can be taken from report format if already existing)

Drawing folio
Visual Diary 



Challenge B

FOOD FOR LIFE
									


Course Outline:
Food for Life focuses on Nutrition, Development and Health.  This study introduces the concepts of Health and how Nutrition through the lifespan can enhance ones wellbeing.  We explore the foundations of human life and how one can stay healthy at any age.


Areas of Study/Key Topics:
During the course of the semester, students will be exploring the following areas of study/topics:
Lifespan development
Nutrition
Dimensions of Health
Practical Skills – Recipe Development


VELS:


Health knowledge and promotion:
identification of the physical, social and emotional changes that occur during adolescence, focusing on puberty
recognition of a range of risk-taking behaviours
identification of a range of health concerns affecting young people
identification of health resources, products and/or services designed for young people
identification of the major nutrients necessary for growth and activity for young people


Assessment Items:
Assessment Task/s	40%
Practical Work		20%
Work Book		20%
Written Exam		20%



Challenge B

ECONOMICS
										


Australia is a market capitalist economy where decisions on how limited resources are used and made by the interaction of buyers and sellers within the market.  Decisions made by households, businesses, governments and other relevant groups have an impact upon the way resources are allocated in different markets.  Students investigate the role of the market determining the price of goods and services and how effectively this mechanism operates to satisfy the needs and wants of society.
Every economy faces issues that have an impact upon the living standards of its people and on the political, economic and social environments of a country.  Consideration of how a country can achieve a balance between strong economic growth and sustainable development allows students to construct an understanding of the way that economic decision-makers, including households, business and governments can affect both material and non material living standards.





Challenge B

SPORT SCIENCE
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The Sports Science course is designed for a wide range of students who have an interest in physical activity, recreation, personal fitness and the science of sport, exercise physiology and human sports performance. Studenst will encounter the science behind performance in sports, examine issues in sports and gain an insight into sports psychology.

The units covered in this subject are:
Human movement (adaptations, strength vs power, levers;
Sports psychology;
Issues in sport.
















SCIENTIFIC SOLUTIONS
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Course Outline:
This unit endeavours to extend students in science by using scientific principles to solve problems.  Amongst the themes explored are: crime detection, creating music and space exploration.


Areas of Study:
Forensic Science
Physics of Music
A Mission to Mars


VELS:
Science at Work
Science Knowledge and Understanding


Assessment Tasks:
Project Work			33%
Practical Work			33%
Exams				34%









Non Vehicular EXCURSION PROTOCOL 2012


In keeping with the intended nature of the Year Nine Program, students will be required to leave the College Premises for a variety of activities over the course of the Year. These activities may include class excursions to SCOPE Victoria, Clayton, walks to the local shops to investigate local demographics etc. 

Written parental permission is be required on any and all activities that involve your son leaving the school premises. To alleviate the burden of creating, distributing and collating numerous permission forms for walks to the local area, a single permission form has been provided below. This form will cover those activities that do not require vehicular transport (i.e. walks outside the College Perimeter). The intention of this permission form is not to keep you un-informed but to free up staff to respond to the dynamic nature of the Year Nine Curriculum.   

On all occasions where vehicular transport (i.e. school mini-bus) is required, a note will be made in your son’s diary or a notice of excursion will be supplied that will require your signature to indicate your permission for his attendance at the activity. In the absence of parental permission, your son will remain at the College and continue with an alternative program.

Please fill out the permission form attached and have your son return it during the Year 9 2012 ‘Orientation Days’ 7th & 8th December. If you have any queries regarding this matter, please feel free to contact Mr Tucker on 9756 3168. 

Yours Sincerely,



Graeme Tucker						
(Head of Campus, Valdocco)		

		
………………………………………………………………………………………
I, Mr(s) _______________________ do / do not (circle one) give permission for my son________________________ (full name) of Year Nine __________(homeroom), to leave school premises with his class under the supervision of staff as required during the course of the year.  I understand that staff will adhere to the usual conditions associated with ‘Duty of Care’.

Signed: ______________________________                            Date: _____________
Please return form to Year 9 Homeroom Teacher by Tuesday December 7th.

	
[image: Logo B&W]
	
St Joseph’s College, Ferntree Gully
Subject Selection – Year 9, 2012
Semester 1
	



Student Name: ________________________  Homeroom (2011): ________


Challenge A Units

	Challenge A - Monday
	Challenge A – Selection Example

	Elective (List Preferences 1 to 6)

	Elective (List Preferences 1 to 6)

	1.

	1. Advanced Maths

	2.

	2. Materials Technology

	3.

	3. Journalism

	4.

	4. Psychology

	5.

	5. Drama

	6.

	6. GVBR




Challenge B Units


	Challenge B – Tuesday & Wednesday  Completed subject selections are to be submitted to Mr. Graeme Tucker by 
Wednesday 23rd November, 2011.



	Elective (List Preferences 1 to 6)


	1.


	2.My son will not be attending St Joseph’s College in 2012.


My son and I have discussed the above program and intend returning to St Joseph’s College in 2012.


Student’s Signature:  	

Parent’s Signature: 			Parent’s Signature: …………………………..



	3.


	4.My son will not be attending St Joseph’s College in 2012.


My son and I have discussed the above program and intend returning to St Joseph’s College in 2012.


Student’s Signature:  	

Parent’s Signature: 			Parent’s Signature: …………………………..



	5.


	6.My son will not be attending St Joseph’s College in 2012.


My son and I have discussed the above program and intend returning to St Joseph’s College in 2012.


Student’s Signature:  	

Parent’s Signature: 			Parent’s Signature: …………………………..
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